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The University of Montana
Office of N ew s and Publications
M issoula, MT 59612
(406) 243-2522

NEWS RELEASE

May 11, 1992
UM’S 1992 M ANSFIELD CO NFEREN CE DRAWS INTERNATIONAL SLATE
OF SPEAKERS TO DISCUSS ENVIRONM ENTAL ETHICS
MISSOULA The author of "The Death of Nature," a dispute-resolution specialist, an eco-feminist from
India and a former presidential candidate will join Montana’s two U.S. representatives to discuss
environmental ethics and public policy at The University of Montana’s 1992 Mansfield Conference
Sunday through Tuesday, May 17-19.
The free, public conference, sponsored by UM ’s Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center, will
address the theme "Nature as Resource, Nature as Home." Speakers will include Carolyn
Merchant, professor of environmental history, philosophy and ethics at the University of California
at Berkeley; Lawrence Susskind, professor of urban and environmental planning at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; U.S. Reps. Ron Marlenee and Pat Williams; Indian
physicist and eco-feminist Vandana Shiva; and former Arizona Gov. Bruce Babbitt.
All conference speeches will be held in the Montana Theatre of the Performing Arts and
Radio/Television Center, and panel discussions are scheduled Monday and Tuesday in Main Hall

210.
The conference will explore the historical and cultural background of people’s view of
nature and how that view has shaped attitudes and policy in a world often divided by conflicting
values about the environment and its use, acting Mansfield Center Director Philip West said.
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Merchant will open the conference at 7:30 p.m . Sunday with a historical perspective on
nature and environmental values. Her acclaimed 1980 book, "The Death o f Nature: Women,
Ecology and the Scientific Revolution," is in its second edition and has been translated into
Japanese, German and Italian. Her other books are "Ecological Revolutions: Nature, Gender and
Science in New England" and the upcoming "Radical Ecology: The Search for a Livable W orld."
A former chair of Berkeley’s conservation and resource studies department, she holds m aster’s and
doctoral degrees in the history of science from the University of Wisconsin, Madison, and a
bachelor’s degree in chemistry from Vassar College.
At 1 p.m . Monday, Susskind will discuss "Environmental Values and Dispute Resolution."
A expert on resolving environmental disputes, he is director of the MIT-Harvard Public Disputes
Program at the Harvard Law School. A former head of M IT’s Department o f Urban Studies and
Planning, he is senior editor of the institute’s international quarterly, Environmental Impact
Assessment Review. He serves as principal associate to Environmental Resources Ltd. in London
and as manager of public dispute resolution services for ENDISPUTE, Inc., in Cambridge, Mass.
His books include "Breaking the Impasse: Consensual Approaches to Resolving Public Disputes"
and "Environmental Diplomacy." He was technical adviser for the public television series "Search
for Common Ground" and has created a variety of interactive simulations, including "The National
Energy Policy Game."
Susskind will also participate in a panel discussion, "Environmental Dispute Resolution in
Montana," at 3 p.m . Monday. UM forestry Professor David Jackson will moderate the panel,
which will feature retired District Judge Gordon Bennett of Helena; Missoula attorney and state
Rep. Howard Toole; and Matthew McKinney, policy analyst and facilitator for the state
Department of National Resources and Conservation.
-more-
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At 7:30 p .m . M onday, M arlenee and W illiam s will reflect on nature as resource and home.
W illiams, a D em ocrat representing w estern M ontana, is serving his seventh term in the U .S.
Congress.

He is the m ajority deputy whip for the H ouse D em ocratic leadership and serves on the

National Parks and Public Lands Subcom m ittee. Bom in H elena and raised in Butte, he was
recently endorsed by the Sierra Club for his environm ental leadership.

M arlenee, a Republican

representing eastern M ontana, is in his eighth term . He is the ranking m inority m em ber o f the
House W heat, Soybeans and Feed G rains Subcom m ittee and the N ational Parks and Public Lands
Subcom m ittee. He and his brother operate a wheat and cattle ranch near Scobey, and he is an
outspoken advocate for M ontana s farm ing and hunting interests.

Now that M ontana has lost one

o f its congressional seats, M arlenee and W illiam s will face o ff at the polls this fall for the state’s
one rem aining H ouse seat.
Shiva will launch T uesday’s events at 1 p.m . with a discussion o f "Environm ental Values in
Traditional Societies.

She is internationally known for her advocacy o f the environm ental

concerns o f the indigenous peoples o f South Asia. She has served as coordinator o f the Research
Foundation for Science, Technology and N atural Resource Policy in D ehra D un, India, since 1982.
Her books include "The V iolence o f the Green Revolution: Ecological D egradation and Political
Conflict in Punjab," "Staying Alive: W om en, Ecology and Survival in India," "Forestry Crisis and
Forestry M yths," and "Ecology and the Politics o f Survival." Trained initially as a particle
physicist, she holds a doctorate in the philosophy o f science from the U niversity o f W estern
Ontario.
At 3 p.m . T uesday, Shiva will join M erchant and UM D irector o f N ative A m erican Studies
Bonnie Craig for a panel discussion on "N ature, Indigenous Peoples and Environm ental Policy."
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The discussion will be moderated by UM environmental studies Assistant Professor Bruce
Jennings.
Babbitt will close this year’s Mansfield Conference Tuesday with a 7:30 p.m. speech on
"America’s Role in Shaping Global Environmental Policy in the 1990s." He was Arizona’s
governor from 1978 through 1987, and ran for the Democratic presidential nomination in 1988. A
partner in a Phoenix law firm, his practice concentrates in the areas of natural resources, water
law and environmental regulation. A graduate of the University of Notre Dame, he holds a
master’s degree in geophysics from England’s University of Newcastle and a law degree from
Harvard. He is president of the national League of Conservation Voters.
For more information, call the Mansfield Center, 243-2988.

m
Editors: Photos of the 1992 Mansfield Conference speakers are available through the UM Office
of News and Publications, 243-2522.
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